
History of Memorial Park 

 

Memorial Park was built in the mid-1900's in memory of those who had served in 
the armed forces from 1917 through 1978.  According to Mr. Duesterbeck, a long 
time teacher at DHS, an old school stood where Memorial Park is today.  The land 
was given to the city in February of 1949.  Soon after the park was built.  The 
bandshell was built in 1956 to provide a facility for entertainment. 

Whenever there was a celebration in Durand, groups would perform at the 
bandshell in the park.  Every year early in June, Durand holds its  annual festival 
called Funfest at Memorial Park.  There is a talent contest, volleyball games, and 
band performances  held each year.  
   
   

  
The image above is from the June, 1955 edition of the Courier Wedge. 

The park is a memorial to Pepin County's brothers-in-arms whose deeds of  valor 
in global conflicts are etched indelibly in victorious history.  The park is also in 
memory of John C. Smith, a loyal public servant, who served the city of Durand, 
living from  1884 until 1955. 



The new playground equipment was built during  the summer of 1998.  Some of 
the old equipment still remains.  Local businesses donated money to the city to 
build the new playground. 

This page was created by Kyle McMahon and Steven Drier in October of 1999! 

 

Pictures of Memorial Park 

 

 

The bandshell was built in 1956, and 
has been a   rocking ever since. 

The flower area used to be a swimming 
pool for little kids before it was 
changed to this beautiful garden. 

 



 

This is an over look, from the bandshell, 
of what the park looks like in 1999. 

The playground area was just redone in 
1998, they added new adventurous 
things. 

 

 

 The playground area above could not 
have been built if it wasn't for the 
sponsors.  They donated money to 
build it. 



This is a plaque honoring the men who 
risked their lives in the armed forces. 

 

 

This plaque remembers John C. Smith, a 
loyal public servant. 1884-1955 

This memorial tomb recognizes those 
who served in the armed forces from 
Pepin County 1917-1978. 

 

 

These photos were taken by Kyle McMahon and Steve Drier in October of 1999, 
with a Kodak DC25. 


